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among Parsi laymen in this respect, the backwardness of the
priests becomes very conspicuous. There are of course some
learned priests; and even among those who perform without
understanding the rites which make the sole demand on their
mental equipment, there are doubtless some for whom the
ancestral ceremonies have a real sacramental significance even
when conducted in an unknown tongue. But it is a fact keenly
deplored by Parsis that there is no response to efforts made
for raising the level of sacerdotal intelligence. Two ' Mad-
ressas' exist in Bombay, institutions founded expressly for
the priesthood, that they might learn the Avestan and Pahlavi
languages and study the texts they have to recite. One of
them is under the guidance of the learned Dastur Darab
Peshotan Sanjana, already named. The Madressas train a
fair number of young Parsis for the degree examination in
Avestan and Pahlavi as c second language 9 (to English). But
they attract very few priests. As a class, these are content to
repeat their text and perform their ritual and pocket their
pence for the same. No teaching, except the passing on of
a rote-knowledge like their own, is expected of them. No
wonder that the priests themselves feel the career is not
worth pursuing, and put their clever sons into other callings.
It is very obvious, however, that when worship is almost
entirely in the hands of a class that is shut up to mechanical
functions, the community is bound to suffer. We may point
out further that the neglect of so many priests to study their
sacred texts intelligently is emphatically rebuked by the
Vendidad itself, which sets a higher ideal. The picture of the
priest sitting up far into the night studying * Holy Wisdom 'l
is surely not satisfied by a rote-learning of texts in an unknown
tongue.

The facts just sketched have a bearing on conditions widely
prevalent in the East.    The bane of Indian education is the
immense difficulty of emancipating it from the habit of learn-
ing by rote.    To burden with matter unrelated to intelligence
1 See the passage in E.ft.P.P., p. 157 (Vend. 18).